
 

 
 

August Newsletter 2026 
 
Here we are in August, and kids are getting ready to go back to school.  
Boy, does time fly!  We still have another month of the heat, so let’s 
make the most of it and enjoy some pool time and beach time.   
 
Our July Luau Party was another huge success with 125 in attendance.  
Thank you to our Social Committee and Floor Committee for your hard 
work in preparing for our party and making it all look so festive.  You all 
do a fantastic job, and I want you to know how very much I appreciate 
each and every one of you.  You are the best!!  Thank you to Johnny B 

for spinning the tunes.  As always, he kept the dance floor hopping and is always so much 
fun. It was a wonderful time had by all who attended. Thank you to all the guests – we 
appreciate your support. I must also say “thank you” to those who volunteered to work the 
check in door.  You stepped up.  Please keep volunteering each month.  This is a great way to 
get involved and meet our members and get to know names.  Great job Chris Davis. 
 
Back-to-School Supplies Drive.  This project was another huge success.  You all really 
came through with the supplies.  Sandy Long delivered our items collected to the Elks Lodge 
on Monday, July 13th.  They were very excited and appreciative of our efforts.  Thank you all, 
once again, for stepping up. 
 
SOS CARDS: Penny only has (31) cards left.  Please be sure to show your support for SOS, 

so we can keep having all the fun at Mid-Winter, Spring Safari, and Fall 
Migration.  Cards are $40 when purchased through the club.  All Fun 
Monday tickets have been sold. Thank you to all who purchased them.  
Great job! 



 
Our party for August 15th is a Pirate Party, so pull out the costumes and come dressed for the 
theme. ARRGH!! Two weeks later is our 5th Saturday Party.  Remember this one starts earlier 
than usual, at 5:30. There will be a workshop starting at 6:15 with Ashley & Tobitha Stewart.  
They are two of the best instructors around.  It is included in the admission price. ($10 at the 
door) This is a special party and always tons of fun.  Tim Boggs will be our DJ.  If you have 
not already signed up to bring a dish, please contact Debra Ledford at 803-322-4130 asap to 
get signed up.  We usually have a good crowd at this event so we need plenty of food. 
 
 
OFFICER NOMINATIONS: It is that time of year to start thinking about 2027.  We will be 
accepting nominations for 2027 Officers from July 1 – August 22.  If you wish to nominate 
someone for a position, you must confirm with that person, prior to nominating them, that they 
are willing to serve.  Please contact one of the following committee members to place your 
nomination. 
 

2027 NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
Debra Ledford (Chairman):  803-322-4130 

Connie Eubanks: 803-230-3749 
Leigh Freeman: 803-517-6605 

Tammy Harrelson: 803-517-3618 
Frank Price: 803-417-4866 

 
Lynn’s Dance Club is hosting “A CELEBRATION OF LIFE “honoring Tom Bare on Sunday, 
August 9 starting at 2:00. All are invited. Here is the DJ Schedule for the event: (flyer is 
attached) 

2:00 – CURTIS TREECE 
3:00 – GENE HENSLEY 
4:00 – RON BLANEY 
5:00 – PHIL LONG 
6:00 – KEITH WILLIAMSON 
7:00 – DONNIE MEADOWS 
8:00 – FRANK PRICE 
9:00 – BUCK CRUMPTON 
10:00 – JOHNNY B 

 
MOOSE LODGE NEWS: WEDNESDAY EATS: home-cooked meal every Wednesday at 6 
pm.  $10 PP.  FIRST COME – FIRST SERVE. 
​ ​ ​   
 
 



Dates to remember: 
5TH SATURDAY PARTY – AUGUST 29 – Debra Ledford - Chairman 
MEMBERS ONLY PARTY – SEPTEMBER 12 – Candy Long – Chairman 
SEPTEMBER 24 – SOS SHOOTER PARTY – FAT HAROLDS 6-8 PM – DJ:  PHIL LONG 
SEPTEMBER 25 – SOS BEACH PARTY – 1-5 PM ON BEACH IN FRONT OF OCEAN BAY 
RESORT.  DJ: FRANK PRICE & PHIL LONG 
 
I do ask that you please be sure to read your newsletter as well as all e-mails coming your 
way.  This is what keeps you informed.  We don’t want you to miss out on any of the fun.  
Love to all.  See you on the dance floor! 
 

Debbie Brown 
President 

 



 

 

 

JR SOS 2026, the largest junior event of the year, has 
come and gone once again, leaving tons of fun for memory 
books. This year marked 35 years of this fantastic event with all 
the fun starting Sunday, July 12th at Ducks with Beginner Shag 
Class and lots of social dancing.  The turnout for the first night 
was terrific. We had seven juniors representing RHSC in 
attendance.  At the final count, we had 866 in attendance, with 
302 of that being juniors. 

 
Monday morning the Registration Room was hopping 
as kids signed in and headed over to the Ballroom for 
Beginner Class taught by their favorite instructors – 
Jackie McGee and Michael Norris.  The room was 
packed.  Everyone worked hard learning and seemed 
to catch on quickly. 
 

The Afternoon brought in tons of fun starting with the Line 
Dance Class.  We all learned “Footloose” Line Dance, which 
was a big hit.  May have to teach that at our Friday M&G.  
Then came the Line Dance Challenge.  This is always so 
much fun.  Kids were divided into six teams.  They are given 
a song and had 25 minutes to make up a line dance.  It 
amazes me how they come up with some great dances.  I am 
proud to say our very own junior, Hayden Brown’s team, won 
this year.  They performed it for everyone at the Thursday 

night event.  Then came Shag Showdown competition with 32 kids participating.  Carson 
Flogel and Abigail Hodges took home the win.  They competed in the finals of the showdown 
on Thursday night.  Rebecca Hodges & Parker Caldwell were named the champions of the 
Shag Showdown 2026.  

Monday night everyone headed to Fat Harold’s Back Room for 
the PIZZA PARTY sponsored by Karyn Allen, Tiffany Allen, & 
Zoey Cathcart. After everyone finished up the pizza, they added a 
new event this year – “So You Think You Can Sing” (otherwise 
known as KARAOKE).  There were so many kids that signed up 
to sing.  Everyone really got into it and a blast was had by all.



The Ellen Taylor Foundation sets up a Shoe Room where all the kids are 
allowed to come in and shop for shoes.  They can get (2) pairs.  This is 
made possible by all of you donating 
shoes throughout the year.  It is so 
special to see the kids of all ages get 
their very first pair of “shag shoes”.  
Over this week, they handed out 279 

pairs to the kids. Thursday, parents were allowed to 
purchase shoes for $20 a pair.  They raised $2,110, which 
was given to the Ellen Taylor Foundation.  Thank you, 
Betty & Sandy and the entire foundation, for all your hard work. 

Tuesday brought more classes for Beginners, Intermediates, and Advanced dancers.  These 
classes are all taught by the best of the best instructors – all Pro dancers.  Free Time that 
afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday night we headed back to Ducks for the infamous “Glow Party”.  
Glow sticks, hats, glasses, etc. are provided for the kids. This is always a 
favorite for all the juniors.  
Everyone danced the night 
away to music by   all our 
volunteer Association DJs. 
Thanks for the great tunes 
all week.  They also the  
learned the new JR SOS 
2026 Step “35” taught by 

Lisa and Mack West.  Very easy.  May be 
another one for Friday Meet & Greet.  
 

After morning classes, we headed to Galleon for the “Beach Shagger 
National Hall of Fame” Jeopardy.  The kids were divided up into 
groups and 
competed as teams.  
It was a lot of fun 
and a great learning 
experience for all 

the kids.  There was also a Mixed Doubles 
Contest, a jam, and a snowball dance where 
the juniors got to dance with the Hall of 
Famers and Keepers of the Dance.    What 
a special honor for all the kids to participate 
in. 
 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday nights brought contests: Jack & Jill for Beginners, 
Intermediates, & Advanced; Pro-Am; and Keepers Mixed Doubles.  There were prizes for 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd in each contest.  We had a lot of participation.  This gave them a little taste of what 
competing is all about and that anyone can compete.  All our RH juniors competed and did 
some awesome dancing.   
 

Every year, the Association of Beach and Shag DJs chooses a 
junior girl(s), who is not from the Carolinas, and makes them an 
honorary “Carolina Girl”.  The honor this year went to three juniors 
from Jacksonville, FL: Lila Martin,  Tru Holton, Adelle Crawford. 

“Be it known that from this day forward Ms…… is forever recognized throughout 
the Southeastern United States for her dedication and service to shag dancing and 

shag dancers of all ages.  Due to her uncommon intelligence, beauty, talent, and work ethic, she shall now be known 
as an official “Carolina Girl”.  In shag dance country, she shall be welcomed and loved wherever she goes and by 
whomever she meets.” 

 



Thursday night brought spotlight dances from the champions of the National Shag Dance 
Championships and the Grand Nationals Dance Competitions.  They are so awesome to 
watch.      We had (4) teams do an exhibition dance this year: (2) teams from The Junior Shag 
Dance Team, Jukin’ Juniors, and the Jacksonville Junior Shag Team.  It is always fun to watch 
these young people dance.  They are all dedicated and work very hard to put their routines on 
the floor.  GREAT JOB! 

Friday afternoon, everyone put on their 2026 Junior SOS T-shirts 
(designed by Stephen Balock) and headed to the beach for a group 
photo.  Thank you, Carlton Vinson, for all the great photos this 
week.   

 

Afterwards, we were back at the OD Pavilion for a Hot Dog Lunch sponsored once again by 
Don, Debbie, Kayla, and Trey Henley.   
Ice Cream was sponsored by John & Tina Phillips, Lee & Marsha Rose, and Hampton & Judy 
Cobb.   Thank you guys.  It was terrific.  Then everyone headed to the beach for more fun.   
   

 
 
Scholarships were given out on Wednesday & Friday nights.  Who would have ever thought 
that “shaggin” would help our kids to go to college and advance their future!                                        
 
THE SHAD ALBERTY SCHOLARSHIP awarded (5) $1,200 scholarships to Tru Holton, 
Abigail Hodges, Rebecca Hodges, Maci Walters, and Billy West.  They were asked to write an 
essay from an interview with a Hall of Fame member.  That night they gave a summary of 
what they took away from the interviews.  It was very special and brought tears to the eyes.  
Congratulations to everyone.  Very deserving. 

 



THE JUNIOR SHAG ASSOCIATION awarded (2) 
scholarships this year.  Each winning essay was read.  
Halfway through each one, you knew who it was.  I have 
watched these two juniors grow up and are both very 
special young adults.  They are both very deserving.  
Congratulations to Bennett Rusmisell ($3,000) and Maci 
Walters ($2,000).   

 

The final award of the week was the 
MACKENZIE SLEEPER SPIRIT AWARD. 
Mackenzie was a junior from Jacksonville, 
Florida.  She unexpectedly passed away in 2024.  
This year’s recipient was not one individual.  It 
was awarded to the group of (27) juniors from 
Jacksonville.  They were also given $1,000 to 
use for their tremendous junior shaggers 
program.  This is a wonderful group of young 

people who are very dedicated to our dance.  Congratulations to them all – well deserved.   

We also have assistance from a group called 
“Ambassadors”.  This year we had (24) Ambassadors and 
one of the best groups to ever serve.  They run in age 
from 15 -20.  They are responsible for assisting with 
workshops, registration, snacks, etc.  They do an 
awesome job, and this prepares them to run this event in 
the future.  The board is lucky to have such a great group 
that they can depend on each day. 

Once again, on Friday night, we had the 
“Ageing Out Dance” for all the juniors that 
will be turning (21) before the next JR SOS.  
We had (6) to age out this year: Gentry 
Allen, Tucker Brown, Abigail Hodges, 
Bennett Rusmisell, Ben Smith, and Jolie 
Sogluizzo.  It is beautiful to watch these 
young people come to the floor and dance 

with someone that is “special” in their lives – parents, grandparents, siblings.  We look 
forward to seeing them move on and start the next phase of their lives.  Hopefully, they will 
join our shag clubs and keep our dance going. 



In closing, I must say a huge “thank you” to the Junior Shag 
Association Board: Garrett Humphries - President and leader, 
LeAnn Norris, Amanda Rusmisell, Cody Edwards, Jennifer 
Sogluizzo, Ashley Stewart, Kayla Henley, Krystal Fisher, and 
Craig Jennings. 

You are the best, as well as their spouses.  These (9) people 
along with many volunteers and the ambassadors make this 
event happen.   

 

 

Now, I ask you, where else can you go for a week’s worth of this much fun, a free t-shirt, 
workshops taught by the best of the best pro dancers, free pizza supper, hotdog lunch, ice 
cream, and music from association DJs, making memories and friends for a lifetime and only 
pay $25?  NOWHERE!! So go ahead and mark your calendars for JR SOS 2027:  July 11-17 
You don’t want to miss the fun. 
 
Till next year, juniors keep shagging. 

Debbie  



 

August 2026 
 
‍☠️ RHSC July Recap & August Happenings 

The Tale of the Dancing Pirates of Rock Hill 

Chapter I: The Luau That Started the Legend 

It began on a warm July night… The Moose Lodge 
transformed into a tropical island where dancers swayed 
like palm trees and laughter rolled in like ocean waves. But 
little did anyone know — this was the night the Pirates of 
Rock Hill first appeared. 

They came disguised as hula gals and island gents, 
blending in with the crowd… But their energy? Their 

mischief? Their unstoppable dancing? Aye, that was pirate magic. 

⚓ Heroes of the Island 

The Social Committee — Heather, Denise, Lisa, Libby, and Shannon — worked like 
enchanted island spirits, conjuring a paradise so perfect even Poseidon would’ve 
RSVP’d. 

蝹 Builders of the Dance Deck 

Our dance floor crew hammered, hauled, and crafted the mighty deck where all future 
pirate shenanigans would unfold. Legend says: “Build it… and they will dance.” And 
dance we did. 

Keepers of the Rum 

The Moose Lodge bar and kitchen crew kept the rum flowing, the snacks plentiful, and 
the crowd cheerful. Without them, no pirate tale survives. 

Chapter II: The Treasure of Kindness 

Before the pirates fully revealed themselves, RHSC showed its heart. School supplies 
poured in from generous members, filling chests and crates destined for the Elk’s 
Lodge. Teachers and students will feel the magic of your kindness long after the last 
pirate has danced away. 



Chapter III: August — When the Pirates Return 

Rumors spread across Rock Hill… Whispers in the wind… Footprints in the sand 
outside the Moose Lodge… 

The pirates were coming back. 

Saturday Night Pirate Party 

August 15 DJ Gene Hensley — Keeper of the Beats Doors open at 6:30 PM 

On this night, the lodge becomes a pirate ship. The dance floor becomes the deck. The 
music becomes the ocean. And every member becomes part of the crew. 

Bring yer hats, yer hooks, yer bandanas, yer boots — because this isn’t just a theme… 
It’s a takeover. 

Expectation: A few pirates wandering in. Reality: A full‑scale pirate uprising ready to 
dance until the moon surrenders. 

Chapter IV: August Adventures Continue 

Meet & Greet DJ Voyages 

• Aug 7 – Captain Dean Baker • Aug 21 – Captain Ron Blaney • Aug 28 – No Meet & 
Greet — the pirates stole the map 

Saturday Night Party 

• Aug 15 – Pirate Night with Gene Hensley 

5th Saturday Night Party — The Grand Finale 

Aug 29  ️Potluck at 7 PM $10 at the door DJ Tim Boggs Shag Workshop at 6:15 with 
Ashley & Tobitha Stewart 

Five times the fun… five times the mischief… five times the dancing. 

Chapter V: The Crew Behind Chaos 

Meet & Greet Setup Crew 

• Aug 7 – Debra Ledford • Aug 21 – Libby Alexander • Aug 28 – No Meet & Greet 

Saturday Night Pirate Crew- Aug 15 

Leigh Freeman, Jessie Cartwright, Sharon Hefner, Penny Blaney, Tammy Harrelson, 
and Loris Bishop. 

These fine mates will keep the ship afloat, the lanterns lit, and the party legendary. 



Behind every great pirate raid… is a crew making it look easy. 

Chapter VI: The Spoils of July 

• Anniversary’s: David & Susan Moss ***** Will & Leigh Freeman 

 

 

• Door Prize Winner: Rebecca Blackwelder 

 



• 50/50 Winner: Lucky pirate Tammy Harrelson 

 

For the rest of ye: “Next time, the treasure be mine.” 

• Birthday Dance: 

 

   

Sandy Long 
Social Director 
704.562.5072 
sboysworth@yahoo.com 

mailto:sboysworth@yahoo.com


WALL OF FAME 
 
The purpose of the Wall of Fame Award is to recognize RHSC members who have made 
outstanding contributions within the club and/or shag community.  The primary focus is on 
outstanding contributions of time, talent, and effort to and for our club.  A nominee must be 
nominated by a current, active member of the club by nomination form to be considered by 
the selection committee.  Nominees are listed once on the ballot regardless of the number of 
recommendations received.  The nominee may be living or deceased.  There will be a 
maximum of (2) qualified nominees voted in each year. 

Nominations will be accepted from August 1 – October 1 (firm deadline). 

Below are the guidelines to help you make your nomination.  All nominees are graded on a 
Point System to determine eligibility.  Nomination forms will be emailed to each club member, 
and all nominations must be submitted on this form in order for them to be considered. 

A.​  Years in the shag club (must have been an active member for a minimum of 5 years) 

B.​ Offices held 

C.​Committees chaired and/or served on 

D.​How the nominee promotes our club 

E.​ How the nominee regularly and effectively participates in club activities, be specific 

F.​ The nominee’s contribution as a dance instructor, DJ, etc. 

G.​Other contributions to the shag club or shag community 

H.​ Is the nominee a positive role model for our club and for this award?  Be persuasive!! 

 

THE NOMINATION FORM WILL BE EMAILED TO ALL MEMBERS BY AUGUST 5.  
PLEASE COMPLETE ALL AREAS AND SUBMIT FORM TO DEBBIE BROWN AT 
shagdeb@gmail.com.  THIS IS THE ONLY WAY YOUR NOMINATION WILL BE 
CONSIDERED. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:shagdeb@gmail.com


CLUB DJ PLAY DATES AUGUST 2026  
 

DEAN BAKER:​ AUGUST 7 – RHSC MEET & GREET 

 

FRANK PRICE:​ AUGUST 9 – LYNN’S DANCE CLUB – 8:00 – 9:00 
               TOM BARE’S CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

AUGUST 15 – COLUMBIA SHAG CLUB 

AUGUST 21 – WINSTON SALEM SHAG CLUB 
 

 

PHIL LONG:​ AUGUST 7 – BOPPERS SHAG CLUB 

AUGUST 9  – LYNN’S DANCE CLUB – 5:00 – 6:00 
               TOM BARE’S CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

 

 

RON BLANEY: ​ AUGUST 9 – LYNN’S DANCE CLUB – 4:00 – 5:00 
               TOM BARE’S CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

AUGUST 11 – LWSC TUESDAY SHAG 

AUGUST 21 – RHSC MEET & GREET 
 

JESSE GAVIGAN:  NONE 

 

TOM BARE’S CELEBRATION OF LIFE – AUGUST 9 @ LYNN’S (SEE FLYER) 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
Contact 

Savannah Gavigan 
2026 Secretary  

843-864-3328 
Or at 

rockhillshagclub@gmail.com 
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PRAYER REQUESTS AUGUST: 
TOMMY & GAIL DAVIS – HEALTH ISSUES 

JUDY PRATHER – HEALTH ISSUES 

DAVID MCMANUS – HEALTH ISSUES  (Lymphedema) 

DUNCAN COOKMAN – HAS MS (doing good) 

BECKY & JEFF SISK – HEALTH ISSUES 

AMANDA MCDONALD – KNEE REPLACEMENT –  Has another procedure scheduled for 
Aug. 5.  She has a lot of scar tissue and they are doing a manipulation to break it up. 

MARGOT GLINSKI – HEALTH ISSUES 

DEAN BAKER – RECOVERING FROM HIP REPLACEMENT (doing good) 

KATHY MROZ – BRAIN SURGERY (RECOVERING AT WHITE OAK) 

JIM MROZ:  HEART ATTACK – HOME & DOING WELL. 

MANDY DISTEFANO – LOSS OF HER DAD. 

DEBBIE GREEN - MOTHER HAD A MASSIVE STROKE 

 

 

**If I have left someone out, please forgive me.  Please contact me or Savannah Gavigan with 
any prayer requests you would like to have shared with the club. 

Debbie Brown ​ ​ ​ ​ Savannah Gavigan 
803-242-6104​ ​ ​ ​ 843-864-3328 
 

 



 



  August 

 

 
8/3 Christine Dodd 

8/3 Amy Wood 
8/4 Pati Crump 

8/4 Michelle Hall 
8/4 Terry Turbyfill 

8/5 Gene Sistare 
8/6 Chris Stevenson 

8/7 Danny Long 
8/8 Jimmy Eubanks 
8/10 Susan Martin 
8/11 Lin Michaelis 
8/14 Pansy Phillips 
8/17 Glenna Watts 

 
 

8/18 Bill Kelley 
8/18 Ron Whisenant 

8/22 Lauren Cookman 
8/23 Sharon Godfrey 
8/23 Steve Williams 

8/23 Theresa Willamson 
8/24 David Bailey 

8/24 Bobby Threatt 
8/26 Larry Walker 
8/28 Candace Ellis 

8/28 Gary Weatherlow 
8/30 Bonnie Metzner 

8/30 Tracy Raynor 
 

Anniversaries 

 
8/8 Frank & Harriet Price 

8/25 David & Debbie Brown 
8/27 Bill & Julia Davidson 
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